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Are prisons causing relapse crime? 
Summary 
In this project we have examined how society has an impact on how we punish in Denmark, and 
how this can lead to mistaken sentences. The problem that the project is working with is that the 
relapse to crime is too high when the jail sentence is done. The projects hypothesis is that the jail 
sentence isn’t working and that the alternative punishment can have a better impact on the citizens 
and the society, this claim will be supported by informants. Therefore in the project we use these 
two persons who are being punished differently, although they committed the same type of crime. 
These two subjects were assessed qualitatively through the interviews which are based on their 
experience in daily life and during their completion of their sentences. The project uses them as 
informants and uses their knowledge to create an interaction between the theories and their 
experience. The project is working on how particular prison penalty is functioned for our one 
informant, how it has affected his life and how it hasn’t scared him to commit a crime again. 
The project has therefore chosen to work based on the theories how they are connected to the 
informants’ claims about the consequences and the experience about being in jail.  
The project particularly focus on the theory about engagement in society how this is in interaction 
with the informants own experience and how he is being incarcerated. A central argument in this 
theory about the citizens keeping maintaining their share in the fellowship is used in the project to 
analyze what happens when there is a breach with the active participation in the society. 
In the analysis there is presented directly the differences in our two informants how they 
experienced their sentences on different ways, and there the theory is used to keep their experience 
in relevance to our working problem. 
In the end of the project there will be a conclusion, where the group answers the affairs in order to 
develop a solution for the problems which already exist. 
The conclusion of the project provides a processed answer to the problem formulation. 
The project has also produced a perspective on how that the project could have been working with 
different angle by instead give a detailed understanding of the prisons and how the resocialize 
processes could be analyzed to provide an answer to the projects problem, and looking on how the 
prison is functioned as an institution that can punish and rehabilitate socially. 
